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21 February 2017 

Dear James 

I am writing to advise you that I have received a letter of resignation from Glenn Houston 
from his position as Panel Member at the Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry. 

I attach his letter of resignation and a news release I will be issuing today. 

Mr Houston wrote to me on 6 February to tender his resignation, because his recent 
acceptance of two other public appointments may give rise to a future conflict of interest.  
With regret he has concluded that he should resign his position with the Inquiry. 

I spoke to Mr Houston last week to thank him for his work on and contribution to the Inquiry 
over the past 16 months since his appointment.  He confirmed to me that he remains 
strongly supportive of the Inquiry’s work in investigating the abuse of children in-care. 

I have discussed Mr Houston’s intention with the Chair of the Inquiry, Lady Smith.  She also 
confirmed to me the high regard she had for Mr Houston’s contribution over the time of his 
appointment.  I know she has written to Mr Houston to express her thanks. 

I also spoke to Lady Smith on her views on whether I should use my powers in section 
7(1)(a) of the Inquiries Act 2005 to fill a vacancy that has arisen in the panel.  After careful 
consideration, and taking account of Lady Smith’s views on the progress of the Inquiry, I 
have concluded that  I will not make an appointment to replace Mr Houston. 

As you know from my statement to Parliament in November, Lady Smith has her own 
powers within the Inquiries Act (section 11(2)(b)) to appoint Assessors who can provide her 
with any specialist advice she may need during the course of her work. 
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I believe it is preferable, and Lady Smith agrees, that Lady Smith now conducts the Inquiry 
as sole Chair, with the help, if she needs it, of Assessors.  While not the original intention, 
this will mirror the manner in which other Public Inquiries have been conducted in Scotland 
and I am confident the Inquiry’s recent and very positive progress will be fully maintained. 

JOHN SWINNEY 


